


Worthing and Adur Poverty Awareness Group
A Poverty Hearing

Held at The Lancing Tabernacle, North Road, Lancing
on Wednesday 4 February 2009

Executive Summary

Poverty stigmatises and disables those affected, possibly leading to homelessness,
and adversely affecting opportunity, and there is prejudice against the poor who are
often blamed for their own troubles. We may not think poverty exists in this country,
but, not only, is there increasing incidence of poverty on anyone's doorstep, but we
should realise how easy it is for any of us to slip on to the downward spiral which
leads to poverty

This Poverty Hearing set out to hear the voices of those in poverty, to explore what
services are available at a local level, and to outline further actions that can be taken
to draw attention to the issues behind poverty and homelessness in this area.

Key speakers and moving testimonies contributed to a lively debate. Niall Cooper,
National Coordinator, Church Action on Poverty, CAP, issued a challenge to us to
'‘Get Fair' and to have a follow up meeting, the Bishop of Arundel and Brighton RC
Diocese, Kieran Conry, reflected on why the church should be involved, and Pastor
John Woods (Lancing Tabernacle) commented that we mustn’t fall into the blame
game trap and we all need to do something about it now, whilst local politicians,
agencies and prospective parliamentary candidates expressed support and affirmed
the need to address the issues of local poverty and homelessness.

Many think the government should be doing more; whilst government does have a

responsibility and a role, so, also, do we all, and we must be prepared to do what we
can.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Worthing and Adur Poverty Awareness Group planned this hearing to
contribute locally to the national poverty and homeless awareness week 'Voices
from the Edge'.

We were conscious that we may hear things which have been said before, but we
thought it is important to keep on saying them and keep the issues of poverty and
homelessness on the local as well as the national agenda, while we continue to try
and address them.

1.2 What can be done about it? Many think the government should be doing more.
While government does have a responsibility, so also do we all, and we have to do
what we can. Working in partnership with different agencies, organisations and
individuals, can have an impact and make things happen. Meeting with local
politicians and decision makers is important and enables the wider community to
be involved and contribute.

1.3 The planning group included Worthing Churches Homeless Projects and
Catch22, and three speakers, supported by those organisations, gave personal
testimonies which were truly moving and gave life to bald statistics. Other key
speakers were the Co-ordinator of Church Action on Poverty, Niall Cooper who
talked about his organisation, national events and issued a challenge to us to 'Get
Fair' to which we shall respond. The Bishop of Arundel and Brighton RC Diocese,
Kieran Conry, reflected on why the church should be involved, whilst other
agencies told us how they could help. Local politicians and prospective
parliamentary candidates expressed support and affirmed the need to address
poverty and homelessness.

2. Voices from the Edge, Lancing Hearing

2.1 Music and CAP Video. The hearing started with some music from younger
members of the Tabernacle followed by a video (from CAP) about Poverty and
Homelessness week. The video asked a number of questions of people in the
street; Are you aware of Poverty? What do you understand by Poverty? Who do
you think is poor? What is the cause? What can we do?

The answers revealed some of the prejudices prevalent, with children and
pensioners most likely to be poor, and that the Government should do something
about it

2.2 Welcome: John Woods. Pastor of the Tabernacle, then welcomed us all and
introduced Wayne Green from Shoreham-by-Sea, as chair for the evening.

2.3 History of Hearings in this area. Wayne reflected that the first poverty
hearing, The Exclusion Zone had been organised in Adur in 1995. There have
been others in Worthing and Shoreham, and this is the first joint Poverty Hearing
between Worthing and Adur.

Why did we choose to come to Lancing? It is in between Worthing and Adur, there
are areas of poverty, and the local people feel they are being bypassed. Poverty is
a battle of invisibility, a loss of power and exclusion, being blamed for society’s
problems.
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The Hearing was an opportunity for those in poverty to speak of their experiences
and for the community to share in their hopes and dreams, whilst getting behind
the virtual world of statistics to the real life experiences of those in poverty, Adam
Smith says 'How selfish a man may be there are some principles in his nature
which interest him in the fortune of others and renders their happiness necessary
to him though he derives nothing from it except the pleasure of seeing it', and he
further stated 'that profit must be for a noble cause, and for distribution in the
community, for the common good'. (Adam Smith, (1))

3. First Key Speaker

The first keynote speaker was Niall Cooper, National Coordinator of Church
Action on Poverty.

3.1 Stories and statistics

Niall told us that this hearing is one of 80 around the country with the theme of
‘Voices form the Edge'. Personal stories are powerful and tell us more than
statistics, and give some answers of what it is like to be in poverty.

Niall recounted the story of Maureen who had been living on benefit; she had said
that 'Everything has gone up, utilities, travel, we have to shop always for the
cheapest milk, and if by the weekend we haven't got it we go without. We would
like to have a holiday, but unable to afford it; is it too much to ask for?'

Niall went on to say that the economic crisis is likely to lead to more
unemployment, with more than a million loosing their jobs, 500,000 will get into
serious arrears and 70,000 families will loose their homes.

He commented that it is the duty of the church to listen and to speak up. Jesus
said whatever you do to the least of these others you do to me. Pope Benedict had
commented that 2009 will be marked by uncertainty and an increase in poverty.
There is a contrast between 'Those who waste the surplus and those who don't
have enough'.

Further poverty is often unnoticed because people in poverty may feel ashamed
and do not want to be stigmatised.

Niall quoted Bernadette who lives on a state pension. Half of her income goes on
basics leaving her with £70 per week to live on. She says 'lt feels like everything is
being stripped away from us, we're losing our dignity'.

3.2 An Unjust Society

The shadow falls everywhere including Worthing and Adur, and there is a duty to
find ways to respond, individually, collectively and nationally. Archbishop Rowan
Williams has called on the Government to do more, and he noted that there is
money to bail out banks and car manufacturers, but nothing for those hit by the
recession; this is in contrast to e.g. Germany where money is put into peoples’
pockets.

We need to support employers, and provide housing and jobs for people. Greener
housing would help. There needs to be a crackdown on door step lenders. The
poor have to pay more for energy, not being able to afford the cheaper option of
e.g. direct debit.

All this makes for a deeply unjust society.
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3.3 The Challenge

In the face of what might seem an overwhelming challenge, are we prepared to
listen? How do we marshal our assets?

The 'Get Fair' campaign is a coalition of some 50 organisations challenging us to
work for a fairer society. This vision needs to be shared and taken forward, and we
need to add our voice.

CAP works to empower those afflicted by poverty, helping them to think how they
can bring about change. This may mean challenging those in power, and those
with the purse strings, and holding them to account for how they use public
money.

One way is to work with the government in Participatory Budgeting, which gives
people the opportunity to make decisions as to how public money is spent.

The task is not simple but if we have the belief we can affect change and respond
to the message from Maureen that 'It is time to Get Fair'.

In thanking Niall for his presentation the chair commented on the importance of
taking forward Participatory Budgeting, a new mechanism to bring communities
closer to local decision making process.

4. Sharing their experience

4.1 Dan Hayman works with Catch22 and gave us a brief introduction.

Catch22 is a national organisation which works with young people who are
experiencing difficulties; in Worthing they work with the West Sussex Supporting
People scheme, helping young people who have been through the criminal justice
system. They are supported by a key worker and helped to find accommodation
and employment and supported towards independent living.

Two young men from Catch 22 then shared their experiences with us

4.2 Greg 22 Has been with Catch22 for a year. He had lived in Portsmouth where
he had been involved in drugs, drinking, and gangs. He had been arrested for
carrying a knife and been given an 18 month Probation and residency order. He
was put in touch with Catch22. With that support he has become more confident
and independent. He had worked as a care assistant but because of his offences
is precluded from that at least for the time being, but he is looking for work and
hopes to move on to a better life. He commented that 'Without Catch22 | would
probably still be on drugs and in trouble with no way forward'.

4.3 Tom Described how 1 year ago he had been promoted to bar manager, but
had a car accident which resulted in him being in hospital for three months and
resulted in a loss of confidence.

On leaving hospital he had stayed with his mother for a time but had to leave and
was then sofa surfing for a year looking for accommodation. Through his probation
officer he contacted Catch22 where he found invaluable help, advice and support.
‘It had been very helpful to have someone to talk to'. Tom said that without
Catch22 he would probably still be on alcohol.
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5. Second Key speaker

Our second keynote speaker was Bishop Kieran Conry, Bishop of the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Arundel & Brighton.

5.1 Church volunteers

Bishop Kieran complimented the two testimonies. He went on to comment that
churches constitute the largest single group of volunteers. The church is often
viewed as a bunch of eccentrics, do gooders not likely to achieve anything.
However by their presence the churches gesture to those in need that 'We know
you are there, you are not forgotten'. The churches can also prod consciences,
asking 'Can you live your lifestyle in the face of those in need?"

5.2 Church involvement

Why should the church be involved? Bishop Kieran commented that Catholics had
often been concerned with saving themselves from going to hell, but now had a
greater concern for the wider community. This concern is based on teaching of the
Old Testament and of Jesus. In the Old Testament we read how the Jewish
people had been freed from slavery, God had kept his promise, but the Chosen
people had then been overrun by the Babylonians and taken into captivity and
exile; they had lost everything, and from this experience of loss had rewritten the
law, to make a time of Jubilee when there could be a restoration of inequalities.
From Jesus' teaching we hear how he read from the scroll handed to him, quoting
the prophet Isaiah, “I have come to bring good news to the poor”. (2)

The chair commented that some years ago the work of volunteers had been
calculated to be worth the equivalent of £41bn. He added that we need to work for
the common bond between people in cities, towns, villages.

6. Sharing a Story

6.1 Worthing Churches Homeless Projects (WCHP).

Sue Stevens, Fund raising and PR manager commented that from small groups
large things grow. In 1990 a small group of people started a soup run on Worthing
sea front, and from that Worthing Churches Homeless Projects has grown to the
organisation it is today, with five establishments and last year some 8000 hours of
volunteer time. WCHP could not function without the help of volunteers, which
includes many non-Christians. Every year WCHP help between 450 to 500
individuals

6.2 Sue introduced John to share his story.

John said that 'If anyone had told me, 3 years ago, that | would be homeless, |
wouldn't have believed them'. He told us he had had a good job and a relationship
but had lost both through drinking. He turned to his family but because of their
previous experience of him they wouldn't help. He eventually found himself on
Worthing sea front desperate as to where he could sleep, and thinking that things
couldn't get any worse, his last bottle of lager was taken by the police as the sea
front is a 'no drinking' zone. Then a stranger came up to him and advised that it
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14. Who we are

Worthing and Adur Poverty Awareness Group consists of these members
from both Adur and Worthing;

Ashley Ralston, Shoreham J&P group and Adur Voice for One World (AVOW)
Robin Olivier, Shoreham J&P and AVOW

Wayne Green, Shoreham TAGG and Global Affairs

Rev John Devereux, CAB Trustee

Sue Stevens, Worthing Churches Homeless Projects

Mike Tyler, Coordinator of Worthing Christian Network

For further information: contact
ashley.ralston@ntlworld.com
robin@oliviers.fsnet.co.uk
waynegreen@globalaffairs .com
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